Joy to the world

The Lord Has Come!

Psalm 126 verse 3:
3The LORD has done
great things for us, and we are
filled with joy.

At the birth of a Savior
Luke chap. 2 vs. 8 – 13:
8And there were shepherds living out in
the fields nearby, keeping watch over their
flocks at night. 9An angel of the Lord appeared
to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around
them, and they were terrified. 10But the angel
said to them, "Do not be afraid. I bring you
good news of great joy that will be for all the
people. 11Today in the town of David a Savior
has been born to you; he is Christ the Lord.
12This will be a sign to you: You will find a baby
wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger."
13Suddenly a great company of the heavenly
host appeared with the angel, praising God and
saying, 14"Glory to God in the highest, and on
earth peace to men on whom his favor rests."

At the birth of a Savior
Matt. chap. 2 vs. 1-12:
1After Jesus was born in Bethlehem in Judea, during the time of
King Herod, Magi from the east came to Jerusalem 2and asked, "Where is
the one who has been born king of the Jews? We saw his star in the east
and have come to worship him." 3When King Herod heard this he was
disturbed, and all Jerusalem with him. 4When he had called together all
the people's chief priests and teachers of the law, he asked them where
the Christ was to be born. 5"In Bethlehem in Judea," they replied, "for this
is what the prophet has written: 6" `But you, Bethlehem, in the land of
Judah, are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; for out of you will
come a ruler who will be the shepherd of my people Israel.‘ 7Then Herod
called the Magi secretly and found out from them the exact time the star
had appeared. 8He sent them to Bethlehem and said, "Go and make a
careful search for the child. As soon as you find him, report to me, so that I
too may go and worship him." 9After they had heard the king, they went on
their way, and the star they had seen in the east went ahead of them until it
stopped over the place where the child was. 10When they saw the star,
they were overjoyed. 11On coming to the house, they saw the child with
his mother Mary, and they bowed down and worshiped him. Then they
opened their treasures and presented him with gifts of gold and of incense
and of myrrh. 12And having been warned in a dream not to go back to
Herod, they returned to their country by another route.

The Joy of Believing
Romans chap. 15 vs. 13:
13May the God hope of fill you with all joy and peace as you trust in him
hope, so that you may overflow with hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.
1 Peter chap. 1 vs. 8-9:
8Though you have not seen him, you love him; and even though you do not
see him now, you believe in him and are filled with an inexpressible and
glorious joy, 9for you are receiving the goal of your faith, the salvation of
your souls.

Because of the Gospel
1 Thessalonians chap. 1 vs. 4-6:
4For we know, brothers loved by God, that he has chosen you, 5because
our gospel came to you not simply with words, but also with power, with the Holy
Spirit and with deep conviction. You know how we lived among you for your sake.
6You became imitators of us and of the Lord; in spite of severe suffering, you
welcomed the message with the joy given by the Holy Spirit.

Acts chap. 4 vs. 4-8:
4Those who had been scattered preached the word wherever they went.
5Philip went down to a city in Samaria and proclaimed the Christ there. 6When the
crowds heard Philip and saw the miraculous signs he did, they all paid close
attention to what he said. 7With shrieks, evil spirits came out of many, and many
paralytics and cripples were healed. 8So there was great joy in that city.

Joy in times of trouble
James chap. 1 vs. 2:
2Consider it pure joy, my brothers, whenever you face
trials of many kinds, 3because you know that the testing of
your faith develops perseverance. 4Perseverance must
finish its work so that you may be mature and complete, not
lacking anything.
1 Peter 4 vs. 12-13:
12Dear friends, do not be surprised at the painful trial
you are suffering, as though something strange were
happening to you. 13But rejoice that you participate in the
sufferings of Christ, so that you may be overjoyed when his
glory is revealed. 14If you are insulted because of the
name of Christ, you are blessed, for the Spirit of glory
and of God rests on you.

The Joy of Fellowship
2 John vs. 12:
12I have much to write to you, but I do not want to use paper
and ink. Instead, I hope to visit you and talk with you face to
face, so that our joy may be complete.
Acts chap. 2 vs. 42-47:
42They devoted themselves to the apostles' teaching and to the
fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer. 43Everyone
was filled with awe, and many wonders and miraculous signs
were done by the apostles. 44All the believers were together and
had everything in common. 45Selling their possessions and
goods, they gave to anyone as he had need. 46Every day they
continued to meet together in the temple courts. They broke
bread in their homes and ate together with glad and sincere
hearts, 47praising God and enjoying the favor of all the
people. And the Lord added to their number daily those who
were being saved.

Joy at the saving of souls
Acts chap.15 vs. 3:
3The church sent them on their way, and as they traveled through
Phoenicia and Samaria, they told how the Gentiles had been converted. This news
made all the brothers very glad.
Luke chap. 15 vs. 10:
“ 10In the same way, I tell you, there is rejoicing in the presence of the
angels of God over one sinner who repents.”
Acts chap. 11 vs. 19-24:
19Now those who had been scattered by the persecution in connection with
Stephen traveled as far as Phoenicia, Cyprus and Antioch, telling the message only
to Jews. 20Some of them, however, men from Cyprus and Cyrene, went to Antioch
and began to speak to Greeks also, telling them the good news about the Lord Jesus.
21The Lord's hand was with them, and a great number of people believed and turned
to the Lord. 22News of this reached the ears of the church at Jerusalem, and they
sent Barnabas to Antioch. 23When he arrived and saw the evidence of the grace of
God, he was glad and encouraged them all to remain true to the Lord with all their
hearts. 24He was a good man, full of the Holy Spirit and faith, and a great number of
people were brought to the Lord.

Joy because Christ lives
Matthew chap. 28 vs. 1-8:
1After the Sabbath, at dawn on the first day of the week,
Mary Magdalene and the other Mary went to look at the tomb.
2There was a violent earthquake, for an angel of the Lord came
down from heaven and, going to the tomb, rolled back the stone
and sat on it. 3His appearance was like lightning, and his clothes
were white as snow. 4The guards were so afraid of him that they
shook and became like dead men. 5The angel said to the women,
"Do not be afraid, for I know that you are looking for Jesus, who
was crucified. 6He is not here; he has risen, just as he said. Come
and see the place where he lay. 7Then go quickly and tell his
disciples: `He has risen from the dead and is going ahead of you
into Galilee. There you will see him.' Now I have told you." 8So the
women hurried away from the tomb, afraid yet filled with joy, and
ran to tell his disciples.
John chap. 20 vs. 19-20:
19On the evening of that first day of the week, when the disciples were
together, with the doors locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood
among them and said, "Peace be with you!" 20After he said this, he showed them
his hands and side. The disciples were overjoyed when they saw the Lord.

Joy that Christ is in Heaven
Luke chap. 24 vs. 44-53:
44He said to them, "This is what I told you while I was still with
you: Everything must be fulfilled that is written about me in the Law of
Moses, the Prophets and the Psalms." 45Then he opened their minds
so they could understand the Scriptures. 46He told them, "This is what
is written: The Christ will suffer and rise from the dead on the third day,
47and repentance and forgiveness of sins will be preached in his name
to all nations, beginning at Jerusalem. 48You are witnesses of these
things. 49I am going to send you what my Father has promised; but stay
in the city until you have been clothed with power from on high."
50When he had led them out to the vicinity of Bethany, he lifted up his
hands and blessed them. 51While he was blessing them, he left them
and was taken up into heaven. 52Then they worshiped him and
returned to Jerusalem with great joy. 53And they stayed continually at
the temple, praising God.

Our Final Joy
John chap. 11 vs. 25-26:
25Jesus said to her, "I am the resurrection and the life.
He who believes in me will live, even though he dies; 26and
whoever lives and believes in me will never die. Do you
believe this?"

John chap. 14 vs. 1-3:
1"Do not let your hearts be troubled. Trust in God; trust
also in me. 2In my Father's house are many rooms; if it were
not so, I would have told you. I am going there to prepare a
place for you. 3And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will
come back and take you to be with me that you also may
be where I am.

